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METHODOLOGY

How the rankings work

This index scores 106 cities across 58 countries — every city with at least
three schools in the Best 300, the Challengers 300, or the Rising Stars 400.
We publish two rankings side by side because two truths matter to families
comparing cities: the depth of a city's school ecosystem, and the concentration
of quality within it.

Depth of Excellence

Volume-weighted. Each Best 300 school counts three times, each Challenger twice,
each Rising Star once. We blend in 30 percent of the city's top-five average score,
then normalise so the leading city sits at 100. Rewards cities with a broad and deep
bench of tracked schools.

Concentration of Quality

Quality-per-school. The score is the average overall score of the city's five
highest-ranked schools — no volume adjustment. A city with three elite schools can
beat a city with fifty average ones. The right lens for families shortlisting the very top
of the international market.

What we track

Every school scored on our composite 0-100 ranking (academic outcomes, university
placement, prestige, alumni network, facilities, transparency), grouped into three
tiers: Best 300, Challengers 300 (ranks 301-600), and Rising Stars 400 (ranks
601-1000). Regulator verification signals (Ofsted, ISI, DfE, KHDA, ADEK, SPEA,
NAPLAN) are surfaced where present.
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RANKING 1 OF 2

Depth of Excellence

Volume-weighted. Rewards cities with many top-tier schools across the full ranking
book.

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
1 London United Kingdom 20/4/14 100.0
2 Dubai United Arab Emirates 4/12/36 388.8
3  New York City  united States 15/3 /2 74.7
4 Singapore - 11/7/4 73.1
5 Tokyo Japan 6/5/5 57.2
(§) Hong Kong Hong Kong 6/3/2 51.3
7  Beijing China 6/1/6 50.8
8 Paris France 6/2/2 48.8
9 Sydney Australia 6/2/0 47.3
10 Shanghai China 2/4/6 14.1
11 Bogota Colombia 4/2/3 414.1
12 Washington, D.C. united States 4/1/3 42.7
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
13 Ho Chi Minh City vietnam 4/1/3 41.9
14 Bangkok Thailand 2/5/1 41.2
15 Abu Dhabi United Arab Emirates 1/4/6 41.0
16 Los Angeles United States 4/1/1 40.7
17 Toronto Canada 2/3/3 39.8
18 Melbourne Australia 2/3/2 39.3
19 Sao Paulo Brazil 3/1/3 39.1
20 Mumbai India 2/3/1 38.2
21 Boston United States 4/0/0 37.8
22 Concord United States 3/0/0 36.7
23 New Delhi India 1/4/1 36.6
24 Hanoi Vietnam 2/1/4 36.4
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
25 Buenos Aires Argentina 2/2/1 36.4
26 Dallas United States 3/0/0 36.2
27 Dublin Ireland 4/0/0 35.9
28 Brisbane Australia 2/2/1 35.7
29 Chicago United States 3/0/1 35.4
30 Johannesburg  southAfrica 1/3/2 35.1
31 Seoul South Korea 1/3/1 34.8
32 Kuala Lumpur  Malaysia 3/0/1 33.8
33 Brooklyn United States 3/0/0 33.8
34 Amsterdam Netherlands 1/2/2 33.3
35 Riyadh Saudi Arabia 0/3/3 33.1
36 Portland, OR United States 1/2/0 32.6
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
37 Vancouver Canada 1/2/0 32.5
38 Atherton United States 2/0/1 32.4
39 Cape Town South Africa 0/4/0 32.0
40 Abingdon o e 1/1/1 31.5
41 Kingston upon ... United Kingdom 1/2/0 31.4
42 Edinburgh United Kingdom 0/3/1 31.1
43 Kew Australia 0/3/0 31.1
44 Montreal Canada 0/3/0 31.1
45 Geneva Switzerland 1/1/1 31.0
46 Doha Qatar 1/1/2 30.7
47 Madrid Spain 1/27/0 30.4
48 Taipei Taiwan 1/1/1 30.4
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
49 Dehradun India 1/0/2 30.2
50 Philadelphia United States 1/1/0 29.7
51 Jakarta Indonesia 1/0/3 29.4
52 Rio de Janeiro  Brai 1/1/1 29.14
53 Auckland New Zealand 0/1/3 28.8
54 Kobe Japan 1/0/2 28.8
55 Baltimore United States 0/2/0 28.8
506 Yokohama Japan 0/2/1 28.6
57 Bengaluru India 1/0/2 28.5
58 South Tangerang imdonesia 1/0/2 28.5
59 San Diego, CA  United States 0/1/2 28.5
60 Makhanda South Africa 0/1/2 28.4
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
61 Santiago Chile 0/2/1 28.3
62 Colombo Sri Lanka 0/2/0 28.3
63 Lima Peru 0/2/1 28.1
064 1Istanbul Turkey 0/1/2 28.0
65 Adelaide Australia 0/1/2 27.9
66 Pretoria South Africa 0/1/2 27.3
67 Muscat Oman 0/1/2 27.2
68 The Hague Netherlands 0/1/1 26.7
69 Rotterdam Netherlands 1/0/1 26.6
70 Brussels R 0/2/0 26.4
71 Taunton United Kingdom 0/0/3 26.3
72 New York United States 0/1/1 26.2
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
73 Shenzhen China 0/1/2 26.0
74 Jeddah Saudi Arabia 0/0/3 25.7
75 Mexico City Mexico 0/1/1 25.0
76 Guangzhou China 0/1/1 25.3
77 Berlin R — 0/1/0 25.2
78 cCairo Egypt 0/1/1 25.1
79 Rome Italy 0/1/1 24.8
80 Copenhagen Denmark 0/1/0 24.4
81 Nairobi Kenya 0/1/1 24.3
82 Munich T — 0/0/2 24.3
83 Helsinki Finland 0/0/2 24.2
84 cali Colombia 1/0/0 23.7
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
85 Quito ol 0/0/1 23.6
86 Sharjah United Arab Emirates 0/ 0/ 1 23.3
87 Lagos Nigeria 0/0/1 23.2
88 cCasablanca Morocco 0/1/0 22.7
89 Lisbon . 1/0/0 22.0
90 Jerusalem Torael 0/0/1 22.4
91 Manama Bahrain 0/0/1 22.4
92 Dhahran Saudi Arabia 0/1/0 22.1
93 Tangerang Indonesia 0/1/0 21.7
94 wWaterloo Delloimm 0/0/1 21.7
95 Stockholm Sweden 0/0/1 21.4
96 Addis Ababa Ethiopia 0/0/0 21.3
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RANKING 1 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
97 Panama City Panama 0/07/0 21.1
98 Gaborone Botswana 0/0/1 21.0
99 Dares Salaam  Tanzeni 0/0/1 20.7
100 Tunis Tunisia 0/0/0 20.7
101 warsaw Poland 0/0/0 19.8
102 Porto Portugal 0/0/0 19.7
103 Dakar Senegal 0/0/0 19.6
104 Abidjan Cote d'Ivoire 0/0/0 19.5
105 Kampala Uganda 0/0/0 19.5
106 Lusaka Zambia 0/0/0 19.4
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RANKING 2 OF 2

Concentration of Quality

Quality-per-school. Rewards cities with a small pool of very high-scoring schools.

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING _ SCORE
1 London United Kingdom 20/4/14 81.5
2  Singapore Singapore 11/7/4 80.4
3  New York City  united States 15/3/2 80.0
4 Hong Kong Hong Kong 6/3/2 79.2
5 Tokyo Japan 6/5/5 79.1
6 Concord United States 3/0/0 79.0
7  Beijing China 6/1/6 78.0
8 Sydney Australia 6/21/0 77.8
9 Dallas United States 3/0/0 77.8
10 Paris France 6/21/2 77.1
11 Washington, D.C. United States 4/1/3 76.7
12 Los Angeles United States 4/1/1 76.0
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
13 Bogota Colombia 4/2/3 75.9
14 Boston United States 4/0/0 75.0
15 Ho Chi Minh City victnam 4/1/3 74.7
16 Melbourne Australia 2/3/2 74.6
17 Dubai United Arab Emirates 4/12/36 74.3
18 Sao Paulo Brazil 3/1/3 74.1
19 Mumbai India 2/3/1 74.0
20 Buenos Aires Argentina 2/2/1 73.7
21 Shanghai China 2/4/6 73.5
22 Toronto Canada 2/3/3 73.5
23 Chicago United States 3/0/1 73.2
24 Bangkok Thailand 2/5/1 72.8
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
25 Portland, OR Wisitea] Shaties 1/2/0 72.6
206 Vancouver Canada 1/2/0 72.4
27 Abu Dhabi United Arab Emirates 1/4/6 72.2
28 Atherton United States 2/0/1 72.1
29 New Delhi India 1/4/1 71.9
30 Abingdon United Kingdom 1/1/1 71.8
31 Brisbane Australia 2/2/1 71.7
32 Seoul South Korea 1/3/1 71.7
33 Hanoi Vietnam 2/1/4 71.4
34 Brooklyn United States 3/0/0 71.2
35 Montreal Canada 0/3/0 70.9
36 Geneva Switzerland 1/1/1 70.7
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
37 Kew Australia 0/3/0 70.7
38 Dehradun India 1/0/2 70.6
39 Johannesburg South Africa 1/3/2 70.1
40 Dublin Ireland 4/0/0 70.0
41 Amsterdam Netherlands 1/2/2 69.8
42 Philadelphia United States 1/1/0 69.5
43 Kingston upon ... united Kingdom 1/2/0 69.3
44 Riyadh Saudi Arabia 0/3/3 69.2
45 Baltimore United States 0/27/0 69.1
40 Kuala Lumpur  mvanysia 3/0/1 69.0
47 Taipei Taiwan 1/1/1 638.8
48 cCape Town S A 0/4/0 68.7
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
49 San Diego, CA  United States 0/1/2 68.5
50 Edinburgh United Kingdom 0/3/1 68.4
51 Colombo Sri Lanka 0/27/0 68.0
52 Makhanda South Africa 0/1/2 68.0
53 Doha Qatar 1/1/2 67.3
54 Istanbul Turkey 0/1/2 67.1
55 Auckland New Zealand 0/1/3 67.0
560 Kobe Japan 1/0/2 67.0
57 Adelaide Australia 0/1/2 66.7
58 Madrid Spain 1/2/0 66.6
59 Jakarta Indonesia 1/0/3 66.3
60 Yokohama Japan 0/2/1 66.3
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
61 Rio de Janeiro  srau 1/1/1 66.1
62 Bengaluru India 1/0/2 66.1
63 South Tangerang mdonesia 1/0/2 66.1
64 The Hague Netherlands 0/1/1 65.9
65 Santiago Chile 0/2/1 65.4
66 Pretoria South Africa 0/1/2 65.3
67 Lima Peru 0/2/1 65.1
68 Muscat Oman 0/1/2 64.9
69 Taunton United Kingdom 0/0/3 64.9
70 New York United States 0/1/1 64.4
71 Berlin R —— 0/1/0 04.2
72 Rotterdam Netherlands 1/0/1 63.2
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
73 Jeddah Saudi Arabia 0/07/3 63.1
74 Mexico City Mexico 0/1/1 62.8
75 Brussels Belgium 0/27/0 62.6
76 Copenhagen Denmark 0/1/0 62.0
77 Quito e 0/0/1 62.0
78 Guangzhou China 0/1/1 61.9
79 Munich Germany 0/0/2 61.7
80 Shenzhen China 0/1/2 61.5
81 cCairo Egypt 0/1/1 61.5
82 Helsinki Finland 0/0/2 61.4
83 Sharjah United Arab Emirates 0/0/1 61.3
84 1lagos Nigeria 0/0/1 60.9
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RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
85 Rome Italy 0/1/1 60.6
86 Nairobi Kenya 0/1/1 59.2
87 Jerusalem Israel 0/0/1 58.9
88 Manama Bahrain 0/0/1 58.9
89 Addis Ababa Ethiopia 0/0/0 58.0
90 cali Colombia 1/0/0 57.6
91 Panama City Panama 0/0/0 57.5
92 cCasablanca Morocco 0/1/0 57.2
93 Wwaterloo Belgium 0/0/1 56.8
94 Tunis Tunisia 0/0/0 56.4
95 Stockholm Sweden 0/0/1 56.1
96 Dhahran Saudi Arabia 0/1/0 55.7

The 2026 Best Cities for Schools - Global Rankings

WorldsTopSchools.com - p. 19



RANKING 2 OF 2 (CONTINUED)

RANK  CITY COUNTRY BEST/ CHALL. / RISING __ SCORE
97 Gaborone Botswana 0/0/1 55.0
98 Lisbon Portugal 1/0/0 54.8
99 Tangerang Indonesia 0/1/0 54.7
100 Dar es Salaam  Tanzania 0/0/1 54.2
101 warsaw Poland 0/0/0 54.1
102 Porto Portugal 0/0/0 53.7
103 Dakar Senegal 0/0/0 53.6
104 Abidjan Cote d'Ivoire 0/0/0 53.3
105 Kampala Uganda 0/0/0 53.3
106 Lusaka Zambia 0/0/0 53.0
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